3030 Acanthobothrium minusculus Marques, Brooks & Barriga, 1997

Diagnosis: Small size specimen. Strobila acraspedote, apolytic, with proglottids. Terminal proglottids 0.378-0.538 mm long. Scolex consisting of 4 triloculate bothridia free at posterior end (Photo 1). Each bothridium with apical sucker and pad, armed with 2 bifid hooks averaging 0.086 mm long; hooks with the handle not aligned with either prong (Photo 2). Bothridia 0.179-0.227 in length. Cephalic peduncle and scolex with spines. Testes 6-10 in number, 1-2 preporally, 1-2 postaporally, and 4-6 antiporally. Genital pore 10-37% of total length from anterior end. Cirrus sac near mid proglottids, containing spined eversible cirrus. Vagina anterior to cirrus sac  (Marques et al., 1997).

Current taxonomic status: Valid species.

Type host: Urobatis tumbesensis (Chirichigno & McEachram) (Elasmobranchii: Urolophidae). 

Site of infection: Spiral valve.

Type locality: Puerto Hualtaco, Provincia de El Oro, Ecuador. 

Other specimens deposited: Paratypes: MNHG (22099); HWML (39178). 
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